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to the Engineering School, at last I have donned the uniform
and entered the service of the state!" But later on, he said
what he really felt: "With my brother Mikhail, at the age of
sixteen, I was sent to the Engineering School in Petersburg,
and thus our future was ruined."
The Engineers' Castle, as the school was sometimes re-
ferred to, had been built by Emperor Paul I for his personal
use. It was in the most beautiful part of the city where the
Moika and Fontanka rivers met, and it was separated from
the Summer Garden by a drawbridge with a massive tower.
Here, indeed, the monarch was assassinated on March 11,
1801, at midnight, by orders of his protege, Count Pahlen,
the military governor of St. Petersburg, with the silent acqui-
escence of his son Alexander.
"It has pleased the Lord to call unto Himself our beloved
father, Emperor Pavel Petrovich, who died suddenly as a
result of an apoplectic stroke," wrote Alexander in his mani-
festo issued the day after the regicide.
In 1819, the castle was restored and given to the Military
Engineering School. It had spacious, lofty, bright halls with
whitewashed walls. A dormitory, a refectory and classrooms
were installed in the former imperial apartments. The pupils,'
boys between the ages of fourteen and nineteen, numbered
one hundred and twenty-six and formed a corporation with
solid traditions: they cherished honesty, respected the
veterans, protected the weak, laughed at danger and had a
special fondness for dancing. An oath administered upon
admission filled the conductors with a sense of responsibility.
The curriculum was strenuous: algebra, geometry, ballis-
tics, physics, architecture, fortifications, topography, geog-
raphy; and, of course, also literature, history and military